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SNIPPET # 8 FREEDOM IN CHRIST 
 

PAULS'S SYSTEM OF TRUTH---IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST AND WHO WE ARE AND WHAT 
WE HAVE IN CHRIST 

 
FREEDOM FOUND IN YOUR TRUE IDENTITY 

 
  I.  PAULS'S PNEUMA CONCEPT: SPIRIT, SOUL, AND BODY (pp.5-8) 
 II.  MAN'S IDENTIFICATION WITH ADAM (pp.9-11) 
III.  MAN'S CONDITION IN ADAM (pp.12,13) 
IV. WHAT HAPPENED TO JESUS FROMT HE CROSS TO THE THRONE (pp.14-19)  
 V. IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST  
We will continue our study of Paul's System of Truth by looking closer at the words 
"Identification with Christ." 
 
Identification  is defined as "to consider or treat the same; condition or fact of being the same 
in all qualities under consideration." Webster  Other words that relate to the word of 
identification are: 
 Identity:  the same in all that constitutes the objective reality of a thing (Merriam-
Webster) 
 Identify:  to establish the identity: to know or say what someone is or what something is 
(Merriam-Webster) 
 Identical:  exactly the same (Merriam-Webster) 
 
The preposition "with": used to say that people or things are together in one place: having a 
particular characteristic or possession, etc... (Merriam-Webster) 
 
Christ  (Gr)-Strongs (5547) Christos:  The Anointed, from (5548) chrio: smear or rub with oil, (by 
implication) to consecrate to office or religious service.  In the Old Testament the word 
"Messiah" is used. (Psalm 2:2 this Messiah YLT) (Daniel 9:25, 26)  Messiah (Hebrew)-
Strongs(4899)Mashiach: Anointed 
The Messiah was prophesied to the Jews that He would come and set up a  kingdom and He 
would rule upon the throne of David (Isaiah: 6,7).  When Jesus came, the Jews were looking for 
their Messiah to establish an earthly kingdom and they missed the coming of the Messiah.  Two 
who were devoted to God did not miss His coming:  Simeon (Luke 2: 25-32) and Anna (Luke 2: 
36-38).  Jesus in His first coming was working out setting up a spiritual kingdom through His 
redeeming work on the earth--- the kingdom of God in the hearts and the live of His people. 
There is a future day when He will rule over all the earth here on this earth. 
 
So our identification with Christ is "that we are to consider ourselves the same with Him as 
anointed ones (Christians) endued with power on this earth as God's sons and daughters." 
 
Now before we are born again our identity consist of pertaining to: 
 -relationships 
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  "I am the son of..." 
  "I am the mother of..." 
 -heritage 
  "I am Scottish..." 
  "I am German..." 
 -career 
  " I am a plumber..." 
  " I am an engineer..." 
 -hobbies 
  " I am a hunter..." 
  " I am a amateur photographer..." 
 -events (sometimes including difficulties or tragedies) 
  " I am a victim of..." 
  " I am divorced..." 
 -etc. 
These are all natural (subject to this world) and in many cases subject to change.  These natural 
identities may effect a person concept of himself and can shake his world if there is a change. 
(Example:  a man retired from work, a woman experiencing "empty nest syndrome") 
 
But our identification with Christ cannot be shaken because it is our Kingdom Identity which 
cannot be shaken (Hebrews 12:28).  Establishing our identification with Christ is of utmost 
importance in the Kingdom of God because YOUR IDENITY DETERMINES YOUR DESTINY.  WE 
CAN ONLY GET TO THE DESTINY GOD HAS CALLED US BY KNOWING OUR TRUE IDENTITY AND 
OUR TRUE IDENTITY IS FOUND IN CHRIST ALONE. 
 
Let's establish a fact with Paul.  "I am what I am by the grace of God..." ( 1 Corinthians 15:10) 
Our true identity is found in God's plan of Christ's redemptive work through His death, burial, 
and resurrection. 
 
Galatians 2: 20  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 
 "I have been crucified with Christ" (Weym, Cent, 20th C.R., AMP, TLB, N. Berk., Wms., 
Wade, Pl. Eng., Worrell, Alf., Mof., Fenton, Gspd., ASV, NASB, RSV, NEB, NIV)-- all past tense- 
WE HAVE BEEN CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST!  Our old sin nature from Adam was crucified with 
Christ.  Our old man was crucified with Christ (the sin nature from Adam that was  in us was 
crucified with Christ.)  Jesus Christ identified with us and took our sin nature for ALL 
HUMANITY.  In God's eyes, in the spirit realm, we were on that cross with Christ. 
 "I have shared in Messiah's crucifixion and Messiah, the Anointed One lives in me..."  
Way 
 "I identified myself completely with Him.  Indeed, I have been crucified with Christ.  My 
ego is no longer important that I appear righteous before you or have your good opinion, and I 
am no longer driven to impress God.  Christ lives in me." MSG  
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Romans 6: 6 Knowing this, our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.  7 For he who has died has been 
freed from sin. 
 ...our former evil identities have been executed so to speak. Richert 
In Jesus' and Paul's day, crucifixion was common as a criminal's death. The dusty roads would 
be lined with crosses of criminal dying there.  But we shared in the crucifixion of one and one 
alone--- Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  Christ was treated the same with our condition on the cross 
and we are treated the same in the being alive, raised up and seated with Him at the right hand 
of the Father in the heavenly realm.  This is a statement of fact in our identification with Christ.  
This is SPIRITUAL REALITY. 
 
Ephesians 2: 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,  
5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together, with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), 6 and raised us up together , and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 
 In the mind of God, what God saw was: 
  when Christ was on the cross, we were with Christ on the cross 
  when Christ died a sinner's death, we were with Christ and died a sinner's death 
  when Christ went to hell, we were with Christ and went to hell 
  when Christ rose from the dead, we were with Christ and rose from the dead 
  when Christ ascended to heaven and sat down at the Father's right hand, we 
were with Christ and ascended to heaven and sat down at the Father's right hand. 
 
We have the same identical resurrection! 
We have the same identical life! 
We have the same identical victory! 
We have the same identical righteousness! 
We have the same identical triumph! 
We have the same identical seating together! 
We have the same identical blessing! 
We have the same identical authority! 
Ephesians 2:5 ...He made us alive together in fellowship and in union with Christ;[He gave us the 
very life of Christ Himself, the same new life with which He quickened Him, for] it is by grace... 
that you were saved."AMP  Christ now lives in us.  If Christ lives in us, we can overcome any 
problem.  The ONE who overcame the world, the devil, and hell now lives in us. 
 
What was the motivation for God's unspeakable gift to make us alive with Christ and give us 
the same LIFE? 
 Galatians 2:20 ... I live by faith in the Son of God, who LOVED me and GAVE Himself for 
me. 
 Ephesians 2: 4  God who is rich in mercy, because of HIS GREAT LOVE WITH WHICH HE 
LOVED US 5... made us alive with Christ. 
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We need ask to the Holy Spirit to give us a clearer revelation of these truths and to 
acknowledge everyday with grateful hearts who God says we are--- that is our identification 
with Christ---THAT IS OUR TRUE IDENTITY. 
 
 
VI.  WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE HAVE IN CHRIST 
A lot of Christians talk about: 
 - what they are trying to be. 
 - what they ought to be. 
 - what they someday want to be. 
But we are presenting in this study  "who we BE right NOW IN CHRIST"--- OUR TRUE IDENTITY. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 If anyone be  in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. Let's start with the terminology "in Christ."  Paul uses this 
term approximately 130 times in his epistles: "in Christ," "in Him," "in Whom."  So when did we 
become "in Christ"?  When we accepted Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives, we were saved 
(Romans 10: 9-10), we were born again (John 3:3), we received eternal live (John 3:16), we 
were re-Fathered (Romans 8:15), we now have a new nature (2 Peter 1:3-4)---- we are "in 
Christ" and one spirit with Him (1 Corinthians 6:17). 
Let's look at the words "new creation" in this context: 
 - creation new in quality.  Wuest 
 - he is a new being.  20th CR 
 - he is (a new creature altogether, a new creation).  AMP 
 - a brand new person inside.  LB 
 - passed into that New Life of Messiah.  Way 
 - a new person altogether.  Phillips 
 - not merely a man altered, but a man remade.  Deane 
Thayer's Lexicon says "all things are new, previously non-existent, begin to be far different from 
what they were before."  So there,  if anyone anywhere, is in union with Christ, they have 
become a new species of being: everything they used to be originally, has finely faded away; 
look at this, everything has been creatively caused to be brand new. Gospel of God in Christ 
..............there has been a RADICAL CHANGE! 
The child of God has a: 
 new quality of life. 
 new kind of righteousness. 
 new kind of love. 
He is a new creation in Christ Jesus. 
 
We begin to see in our identification with Christ that we have been engrafted into Him (2 
Corinthians 5:17, AMP) and we are joined to Him (1 Corinthians 6:17).  He is the Vine and we 
are the branches (John 15:5)---- we are one in Him. 
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To keep our union with Christ fresh, we must keep our identification with Him in His death, 
burial, resurrection, and ascension  before us--- not just when we get saved.  Paul 
approximately 30 years after his conversion stated:  
Philippians 3: 9 ...be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but 
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may 
know Him and the power of His resurrection, the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed 
to His death,----- Let's look again at those words: 
 - power of His resurrection 
 - fellowship of His suffering 
 - being conformed to His death 
"Because Christ died for us,   
                      we  died with Him, 
                we are now  in Him and  
through Him and by Him we can do all things. Because of our relationship in that event: 
Because Christ died for us; because Christ was made alive for us---- we died with Him: we were 
made alive with Him.  Now we are in Him." Mark Hankins 
 
We have to quit trying to get something Jesus already got for us.  Everything Jesus did, He did 
for us and set it to our credit as if we did it.  In God's eyes we were there: God saw us there.  
The reality of all Jesus did for us is in His Blood.  There is enough power in that Blood to: 
 - undo everything Satan had done to all of mankind because of Adam's sin and make all 
mankind, each of us a new creation 
 - totally spoil and dethrone Satan 
 - produce a whole new creation in which Christ is the Head 
When we see this and acknowledge, "This is who I am and what I have in Christ," we begin to 
experience out true identity and find the freedom that only exist in Christ.  It sets us free from 
a sense of sin, shame, and guilt.  Why is that important?  Our faith won't work well if we have a 
consciousness of sin. 
 
When we begin to acknowledge who we are and what we have in Christ, there may be no 
physical evidence that it is true. Let's look at the example of Gideon (Judges 6-8). Gideon, who 
was hiding from the Midianites in a winepress threshing wheat, is approached by the Angel of 
the Lord who address Gideon and says to Gideon, "The LORD is with you, you mighty man of 
valor."  The Lord continues to work with Gideon until we see Gideon with God with 300 men  
say, "The sword of the LORD and Gideon" attack a multitude of Midainites and Amalekites and 
deliver the Israelites.  
 
God will call you things that there is no evidence that is exist EXCEPT HIS WORD.  His Word has 
enough power to produce the very thing that He has said YOU ARE IN CHRIST. 
 
We need to Take Our Place in Christ. The "In Christ" scriptures are our residence and our 
position.  We have to Take Our Place in Christ.  We will not get it casually, passively or 
automatically.  We have to Take Our Place in Christ.  ( Example story of Mephibosheth in 2 
Samuel 9:  Mephibosheth could have stayed in Lo Debar and not come to the King's table.) 
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We have to set ourselves at the King's table and eat. 
 
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you your position in Christ and "call those things that be not (seen) 
as though they were (seen) Romans 4:17.  Speak as your Heavenly Father speaks about you and 
you will experience TRUE FREEDOM.  


