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TEACHING #9 FREEDOM IN CHRIST 
 

PAUL'S SYSTEM OF TRUTH 
WHAT JESUS IS DOING FOR US NOW AND HOW TO GROW UP IN CHRIST 

 
FREEDOM FOUND IN YOUR TRUE IDENTITY 

 
    I.  PAUL'S PNEUMA CONCEPT: SPIRIT, SOUL, AND BODY (pp.5-8) 
   II.  MAN'S INDENTIFICATION WITH ADAM (pp.9-11) 
  III.  MAN'S CONDITION IN ADAM (pp. 12,13) 
  IV.  WHAT HAPPENED TO JESUS FROM THE CROSS TO THE THRONE (pp.14-19) 
   V.  IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST (pp.20-23) 
  VI.  WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE HAVE IN CHRIST (pp.23-25) 
 VII.  WHAT JESUS IS DOING NOW FOR US (pp.26-28) 
VIII.  HOW TO GROW UP IN CHRIST (pp.28-30) 
 
 VII.  WHAT JESUS IS DOING FOR US NOW 
The book of Hebrews relates to us more than any of the New Testament books concerning 
Jesus' present day ministry.  The book was written to Jews (Hebrews) who wanted to go back 
under the Old Covenant with its laws and sacrifices, but the writer wants them to understand 
why they truly don't want to go back.  Presented to the Hebrews are comparisons between the 
Old Covenant and the New Covenant centering on the Lord Jesus---The Messiah.  Here are a list 
of "betters:" 
 Jesus the Son of God 
  Better Spokesman for God (Hebrews 1: 1-4) 
  Better than angels (Hebrews 1: 4-14) 
  Better High Priest (Hebrews 7:17-8:1) 
 Better hope (Hebrews 7:19) 
 Better Covenant (Hebrews 7:22; 8:6) 
 Better Ministry (Hebrews 7:25) 
 Better Promises (Hebrews 8:6) 
 Better Sacrifice(s) (Hebrews 9:23) 
 Better---More valuable and everlasting possession (Hebrews 10:34) 
 Better Country (Hebrews 11:6) 
 Better--- Blood that speaks better things (Hebrews 12:24) 
 Among these list of "betters" we find the present day ministry of Jesus for us.  So what is Jesus 
the Messiah doing for each of us now?  While on earth, He often said, "I AM...."  If we were to 
quote Him in relationship to us, we would say, "HE IS OUR: 
 A.  HIGH PRIEST (Hebrews 3:1) 
As our High Priest, He functions in several capacities: 
    1  He is our Mediator (Hebrews 9:15)   
   (a) He has washed us in His Blood (Revelations 1:5) giving us our nature, 
making us right before God, and bringing us into the family of God. He has justified us, 
sanctified, and glorified us by His sacrifice. (Romans 8:30) 
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   (b) He is our Surety (Hebrews 7:22)  Because Jesus fulfilled every detail 
of the requirements of God to seal the New Covenant, His life, death, burial, and resurrection 
now has activated the guarantee or warranty of the New Covenant forever. 
    2  He is our Intercessor and Savior 
Hebrew 2:17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might  be a 
merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people.  18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who 
are tempted. 
Hebrews 4: 14 Inasmuch then as we have a great High Priest Who has [already] ascended and 
passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession [of faith in 
Him]. 15 For we do not have a High Priest Who is unable to understand and sympathize and 
have shared feeling with our weaknesses and infirmities and liability to the assaults of 
temptation, but One who has been tempted in every respect as we are, yet without sinning. 16 
Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of 
God's unmerited favor to us), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help 
in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need 
it].  
Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.  Romans 8: 34:... it is Christ.... 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.  
We have a High Priest who understands our struggles and our difficulties with temptations. He 
knows how we are feeling.  He wants us to come to the Throne of Grace  to obtain help.  We 
obtain mercy for our failures and grace is for us to overcome.  This is the goodness of God.  God 
is good and He is ever extending His goodness to us: 
 2 Chronicles 20:21 "Praise the LORD, for His mercy endures forever"  In Psalm 136, 
twenty-six times the psalmist proclaims "Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His 
mercy endures forever."   We need to keep this aspect of God's nature before us because the 
enemy will challenge the goodness of God in our lives with what is coming against us.  He 
doesn't tell us he is the one who is bringing it.  God is our answer!! 
    3  He is our Advocate 
An advocate is "one who pleads another's cause" (Thayer's Greek Lexicon).  As our High Priest, 
when we sin as believers, we have the promise that if we will confess our sin before Him, that 
He will forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9) and we can continue 
in the light and have fellowship one with another. 
    4  He Pronounces Blessings upon us 
In the Old Testament, the High Priest would proclaim what has become  known as the Aaronic 
Blessing: Numbers 6: 23 Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the way you shall bless the 
children of Israel. Say to them:  24 "The LORD bless you and keep you;  25 The LORD make His 
face shine upon you, and be gracious to you;  26 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, 
and give you peace." 27 So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless 
them."  When Jesus ascended to heaven in front of the disciples, He blessed them. (Luke 
24:50,51)  And now as High Priest over the Church, He releases blessing to the Body of Christ. 
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. 
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 B. APOSTLE AND HIGH PRIEST 
An apostle is "a delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders" and in the case of Jesus he 
was "God's chief messenger" (Thayer's Greek Lexicon) Hebrews 3:1 Therefore, holy brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ 
Jesus.  He represents us as we make our confessions of faith.  He wants us to acknowledge by 
confession what He has accomplished in us and what He has done for us--- our inheritance 
established by His Blood in the New Covenant. 
 
Faith must have a confession 2 Corinthians 4: 13 And since we have the same spirit of faith 
according to what is written, "I believed and therefore I spoke,"  we also believe and therefore 
speak.  We acknowledge by confession what we believe. (Philemon 6: ...your faith may become 
effective by the acknowledgement of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus) We 
believe in our heart and say with our mouth--- that is confession.  We are to hold fast our 
confession (Hebrews 4: 14).  The enemy wants us to speak failure, defeat, guilt, lack, inferiority 
because he wants us to live in the carnal world (ruled by our intellect, will and emotions)--- his 
world; but if we will hold fast the confession of our faith of who we are and what we have in 
Christ we will rise to have our minds renewed and rule and reign in life with our faithful High 
Priest, Jesus Christ.  We are having a living experience in the Kingdom of God. 
 C.  SHEPHERD 
Hebrews 13:20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that 
great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you 
complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen  As Shepherd, He told us that we 
hear His voice and follow Him and we will not listen to the voice of a stranger.  He calls us by 
name and leads us. (John 10: 1-5).  We may proclaim Psalm 100 for He is our Shepherd. 
 
Jesus Christ lived on the earth 2000 years ago, but He still is very much alive as our High Priest, 
Mediator, Intercessor, Savior, Advocate, Blesser, Apostle, and Great Shepherd today. 
Jesus Christ is alive for us Today and Forever!!!  
 
 
VIII.  HOW TO GROW UP IN CHRIST 
 
Colossians 2: 6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted 
and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you been taught, abounding in it with 
thanksgiving.   
We have established that when we are born again, saved--- there has been a radical change in 
our spirit (pneuma).  We are a new species of being.  We have a new nature: the nature of God.  
How wonderful that we have the life and nature of God, but this is only the beginning. 
 
So how do we develop this life within so that we are conformed to the image of Jesus Christ. 
(Romans 8:29)?  We are going to have to "walk with God" in fellowship with Him in the light  
(1 John 1:7) and work OUT our salvation. (Philippians 2:12)  Our growth comes from the inside 
man (pneuma) to the outward man (psuche and soma). 
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2 Corinthians 4:16: .... even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being 
renewed day by day....18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen.  For the things that are seen are temporary, but the things which are not 
seen are eternal.  Our inward man must be renewed day by day--- daily.  
 A.  Our motive and purpose in His Life are our top priority daily 
    1  Our desire for fellowship with the Father and Jesus through the Holy Spirit. 
(John 14: 21,23; 1 John 1:7) 
    2  Our desire for His will to be done in our lives. (Luke 11:2) 
    3  Seeking first the kingdom of God and how to function in His kingdom here on 
this earth. (Matthew 6:33) 
 B.  Call upon Him daily 
    1  In praise, worship, and adoration (Psalms 100) 
    2  In prayer 
     a  for those in authority (1 Timothy 2: 1-2) 
     b  for our own needs (Matthew 6:9-13) 
     c  for the needs of others (James 5:16) 
     d  thanking Him as we go through our day as your heart sees His 
goodness---"abounding with thanksgiving." (Colossians 2:7) 
     e  praying in the spirit (1 Corinthians 14: 2, 4, 14, 15; Jude 20,21) 
     f  rejoicing for your salvation though Christ Jesus' act of redemption (1 
Thessalonians 5:16) 
 C.  Renewing Our Minds to the Word of God Daily 
The renewing of our minds is a continual, lifetime process.  Romans 12: 1 I beseech you, 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God. By the tender mercies of God, we are to present our bodies 
as living sacrifices and we are to be transformed by renewing our minds. 
 
There is tremendous pressure from the world to shape us  from the outside with this world's 
attitudes and values and shape us into being conformed to the acceptable carnal man, but we 
now have a power inside of us because of the new birth that is much greater that the pressure 
of the outside world.  We are transformed by the renewing of our minds: 
    1  Feed on the Word of God. 
James 1:21 .....receive with meekness the engrafted word of God, which is able to save your 
souls.  With meekness (teachable and pliable), we receive the Word of God which is able to 
build us up and strengthen us with a power in our inner man that then makes its impact on our 
souls and restores our souls (psuche) which is our mind, will and emotions.  When the Word is 
fed upon and meditated upon (Joshua 1:8, Psalm 1:1,2) it will be engrafted in to our lives.  
There will be a power from the  Word of God (Hebrews 4:12) which is much greater than any 
pressure from the world. 
 
To mediate the Word of God is to : talk with yourself; it is an inward and outward conversation; 
it means to study, chew over, think over, ponder, muse, reflect, mull over speculate. 
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"You cannot have a relationship with God without having a relationship with the Word of God."  
Paul's System of Truth, p 181 
    2  Get wisdom by asking God for wisdom (James 1:5) and by placing wisdom 
before your eye gates and ear gates from the Word of God. (Proverbs 8: 1-4) A helpful means of 
placing wisdom before the gates of our hearts is to read a chapter of Proverbs a day from a 
readable version of the Bible. 
    3  Discernment of spiritual forces around us begins to become real to us as we 
renew our minds to the Word of God and pray in the Spirit. "You don't enter into reality just by 
knowing the Word, you have to discern by the Spirit.  Spirit and truth together produce reality." 
(Chuck Pierce) 
 D.  Our  Walk in this Earth in the Kingdom 
    1  Walk in the love of God--- first towards God and then loving others.  (Mark 
12:30-31) 
    2  Learning to submit to authority. 
     a  Pray for those in authority over us (1Timothy 2:1-2) 
     b  Come under the training in the Body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-13) 
    3  Take our place in the body of Christ.  We all have a place of service in the 
Body of Christ to serve one another and to reach  out to show the love of God to the world.  
Remember that "Christ” means "The Anointed One" and we are "Christians" which means "little 
anointed ones" and that anointing is divine ability on human spirit---it is His ability to serve and 
to do.  
 
"In taking our place in the Body of Christ, we are seated at the right hand of God  (Ephesians 
2:4) and have been called to a ministry in the heavenlies in union with the great Head of the 
Body to exercise authority to which the power of the air must give way." The Authority of the 
Believer, John MacMillan, xiv 
 
"Through  our identification with Him in His death, burial, and resurrection; who we are and 
what we have now in Christ; through the power of the Holy Spirit working in us; and what Jesus 
is doing for us now in Heaven, we can grow up into Christ in all things." (Ephesians 4:15), Paul's 
System of Truth 
 
We began with: 
1 Thessalonians 5: 23 May the God of Peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may you 
whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The One who has called us to find our true identity in Christ to experience the freedom found 
only in Him----- and  freedom from the enemy, sin and the world system has called us to 
Himself with the promise: 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:24 He who called you IS FAITHFUL, who will do it. 
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